Infantile convulsions with mild gastroenteritis.
The development of sensitive new molecular genetic techniques has led to the detection of rotavirus in cerebrospinal fluid, stools and throat swabs from patients with gastroenteritis with accompanying clinical symptoms similar to infantile benign convulsions. Small round structured virus (SRSV) has also been found in stools of patients with similar clinical symptoms by a new procedure. However, the mechanism by which these viral infections induce benign convulsions remains to be elucidated. The present paper reviews recent virological and clinical studies of seizures probably caused by gastroenteritis viruses including rotavirus, SRSV and other viruses.